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SHORT VIEW Ke. 


DEAR SIR, 


3 compliance with your wiſhes, I now 


Let myſelf to give you my thoughts on the doctrine of 
| the ſacred Trinity, The ſubje& is in many reſpects 


myſterious, and inexplicable ; ; but as it is a part of 
divine revelation, it demands our attention, and as be- 


ing immediately connected with every other branch 


of truth peculiar to the goſpel, it muſt be conſidered 


of importance. The ſupreme being is indeed infi- 
nitely glorious, and incomprehenſible; r7ouchng the 
Almighty, w2 cannot find him out. While we attempt 


to honour him, by aſſerting his eſſential glories, we 


ate in danger of uttering things which we underſtand 
not, In his ſight we are but as atoms of polluted 
duſt, and are counted to him leſs than nothing, and va. 
nity. Iſa. xl. 17. The moſt ſolemn reverence, and the 
deepeſt ſelf. abaſement becomes us, whenever we ſet 


ourſelves to think or ſpeak of him. Therefore, un- 


der a deep impreſſion of the ſublimity of the ſubject, 
and ſenſible that this is a doctrine of pure revelation ; ; 


1 ſhall take the divine word for my only directory, apd 


endeavour to follow its infallible guidance, in a depen- 
dance on the ſpirit of wiſdom ;o while I attempt briefly 


do ſtate the true and proper Deity of the F ather, the 
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Son, and the Holy Ghot ; their diſtinct perſonality, 
and their unity in the Godhead 
I thall expreſs my ſentiments on the ſeveral branch- 


es of the ſubject, in as little compaſs as poſſible ; and 


annex ſuch paſſages of feripture to it as tend to con- 


firm the truth of what I advance. As I deſign only 


to give a compendium of the plain ſcripture doctrine, 
you mult not expect any particular explication of it; 
which would require a treatiſe inſtead of a letter : For 
although the doctrine itſelf is of great importance, and 
neceſſary to be received and maintained, yet it being 


of fo myſterious a nature, the explication of it may 


not be fo necdſul as ſome have apprehended. 


Pleaſe to take my ideas on the ſubject, in the fol- 
lowing propo: itions. 


I. The ſcriptures teach us, that zhere 7s 19 0 one Cod, 
This is among the firſt, and plaineſt principles of na- 
tural religion ; ; and there 1s no truth to which the 
ſcripture gives a more expreſs teſtimony. The wiſer 
and better part of the heathen world appear to have 


believed it : the Jews have always conſidered it as an 

eſſential article; ; and it has been univerſally maintain- 
ed by Chriſtians as a leading. doctrine. 

| There is but one original firſt cauſe ; but one ipfi- 

nite, eternal, almighty, . ſuſſicient Being ; who is 


the Creator, Upholder, and Sovereign of all other 


wo and things, is a truth obvious to reaſon. But 


he > ſcripture gives the fulleſt evidence of It, Sce Exo. 


„ ee Iv; 39. Yi. 4. 2 Sam. vii. 22. Pſal. 
ei. 10. Ia. xlili. to. xliv. 8. xlv. 5, 6, 14, 18, 21, 


22. xvi. 9. Mat, xix. 17. Mar. xii. 29, 32. Rom. iii. 
30. 
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30. 1 Cor. Mil. 4, 6. Eph. iv. 6. 1 Tim. ii. 5. vi. 15. 


Jam. 11. 19. | 
IT. This one God, is in ſcripture diſtinguiſhed from 
all other beings, by certain cl aracters, which are peculiar 
to himſelf. It ſeems necellary, that there ſhould be 
ſome evident marks of diſtinction between God and 
his creatures ; that ſo our worſhip may be directed to 
its proper object, and we be guided with Se e | 

in all matters reſpecting our ſalvation. _ 

The peculiar and diſtinguiſhing characters of Deity, 
in ſcripture, are, | 

Names and titles. Pal. al 18. Ila. xlii. 8. xliii. 
11. xlv. 5, 21, 22. Deut. iv. 35, 39. Pſal. xxiv. 10. 
Exo. iii. 6,14, 15. Deut. x. 17. 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. 
Altributes. Deut. xxxiii. 27. Pſal. xc. ii. Iſa. xliv. 
6. 1 Kings viii. 30. Jer. xvii. 10. xxiii. 24. Pal. 
cxxxix. 7 &c. Gen. xvii. I. XXXV. It. Exo. vi. 3. Rev. 


5 xi 17. XV. 3. Matt. xix. 26. Mal. iii. 6. Jam. i. 17. 


Works. Gen. i. x. Iſa. xliv. 24. Heb. iii. 4. Rom. 
1. 20. Neh. ix. 6. Pal. Ixxv. 3. xxxvi. 6. Exo. xxxiv. 
7. Iſa. xliii. 25. Mark ii. 7. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. John 
1. 13. Eph. ii. 1. Acts xxvi. 8. 2 Cor. i. 9. Pſal. I. 5, 


Rev. xx. 12. Rom. xi v. 12. 


Divine Worſhip. Exo. xx. 3—5. xxxiv. 14. Matt. | 

o. Luke iv 8, This is ſo peculiar a prerogative of 
| the: one God, that it is expreſsly forbidden to any crea- 
ture whatever; and the prohibition is enforced by ſome 
of the moſt 2 denunciations. Deut. iv. 23, 24. 
vi. 13-1 5. Xiii. 1—5. Thus the Supreme Being ſtands 


IV. I 


4 diſtinguiſhed in ſcripture from all other beings of ᷑ve- 


ry rank and order ; whereby an immutable line is drawn 
between God EE creatures, as a ſacred guard to the 


divine 
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(65) 
divine prerogatives and glories ; and marking the boun- 
dary of all the honours and perfections, to which crea- 
ted beings can poſſibly riſe. 

III. The preutiar and e e e of 
Deity, are in feripture aſcribed and given to our Lord 
Fas Chrift, in the ſame abſolute and unlimited ſenſe, 
in which they are aſcribed to God the Father. 

This I conceive has been fully demonſtrated by moſt 
writers on the ſubject; and I think the following paſ- 
fages, taken in their natural, plain, and obvious ſenſe, 

afford abundant evidence of it, when e with 
— laſt mentioned. 
The Names and Titles peculiar to ha one God, 
- 5 en to Jeſus Chriſt. Matt. i. 23. John i i. 1. XX. 


John v. 20. Tſa. ix. 6. Jude 25. Acts xx. 28. 


1 iii. 16. Iſa. xlv. 21, 22, 23. compared with 


Rom. xiv. ro, It. Ifa. viii. 13, 14. with 1 Pet. ii. 8. 
Rom. ix. 5. 1 Tim. iti. 16. Jer, xxiii. 6. Ia. xl. 3. 


with Luke i. 76. Pſal. xlv. 6. with Heb. 1. 8. Rev. 


R Vi. 14. Xix. 13, 16. 

It appears alfo evident that Jeſus Chriſt is often 
mentioned in the Old Teſtament, as frequently appear- 
ing to the patriarchs, to Moſes, and the prophets ; and 
who delivered the Iſraelites out of Egypt, and led them 
through the wilderneſs &c, who is ſometimes called 
the Angel of the Lord, and yet is likewiſe called Je- 
hovah, and the God of Iſracl. See Gen, xviii, 1 &c, 
X xil. 1, 11—T8, xIviii, 15, 16, Exo. iii, 2, &c. with 
Heb. xi. 26. Num. xxi, 5, 6, with 1 Cor. x. 9. 


Iſa. vi. 9, 10. with John xii. 41. See this argument 


illuſtrated in Doddridge's lectures, pa. 385. Gill on the 
Trinity; ; and Bellamy on the Divinity of Chriſt. 
| 2. Di- 


EY 9 


2. Divine Attributes and Perſecbions are aſcribed to 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

If the eſſential perfections and properties of the 
one God, are in ſeripture aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, 
it ought to be admitted as a clear proof of his Dei 
ty. Otherwiſe how is the true nature of any being 
to be aſcertained? Is it not abſurd ts deny humani- 
ty to one that has the eſſential qualities and proper- 
ties of a man? Evans's Sermon on the Deity of Chriſt, 
Page 27. | 

Eternity | is aſ-ribed to Shriſt, Rev. i. 11, 17. ii. 8. 
Heb. 1. 8. xi11. 8. to which may be ee 111. 1, 
j. 4. 2 Tim. i. 9. 

He is omn/cent. Col. ji. 3. Rev. ii. 23. John ii. 24, 
25. xxi. 17. Matt. xii. 25. John vi. 04. iv. 29. Heb. 
iv. 12. 


 Omnipreſent. Mat Xvili. 20. XXViii. 20. John i iii. 


13. 1. 18. Rev. Ht. 


Omnipotent. Phil. iii. 21. Rev. i. 8. compared with 
yer; 11, 17, 18. & ii. 8. Heb. i. 10. with other paſſag- 


es wherein divine works are aſcribed to him. 
And alſo immutable, Heb. i. 12, xili. 8. 


With the above, compare Heb. 1. 3. Phil. li. 6 
Col. ii. 9. 


3. Thoſe heculiar works which manifeſt almighty 
power and ſupreme authority, are aſcribed to Chriſt, 
Col. i. 16, 17. John i. 3. Heb. i. 2, 2, 10. John v. 
17, 19. Maik ii. 5—t11, Iſa. lit. tt. John x. 18. v. 
25—29. 1 The. iv, 16. John v. 22. Matt. xxv. 3t 


46. Rom. ii. 16, 2 Cor. 5, 10. As the creation of 
the world is ſo expreſsly aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, it 
proves his eternal power and godhead, agreeable to 


the 


1 
the apoſtle's argument in Rom. i. 20. And as our 
reaſon can diſcover no higher being than the Creator, 
it follows that as Jeſus Chriſt is the Creator, he muſl 
as one with the Father in the divine eſſence, be 


worthy of all the honours of true Godhead. 
It ought alſo to be conſidered, that the great work 


of redemption, and ſalvation ; the deliverance of apoſ- 
tate creatures, from pollution, guilt, and mifery ; and 


their advancement to eternal glory ; is a work which 


indicates its glorious author, The ſovereign grace, and 


almighty power of Jehovah, are herein manifeſted, 


Salvation belon eth unto th» Lord Pal. iii. 8. By grace 
are ye ſaved: Eph. i ii. 8, Yet we find this work, this 


| greateſt of all the known works of God, is moſt ex- 
preſsly, and repeatedly aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt. The 
goſpel throughout exhibits him as the Saviour; and the 
great work which he undertook and accompliſhed, un- 
der this character, is that which makes the goſpel to be 
| what it is, even good tidings of great joy. I may add, 
that to make atonement for innumerable tranſgreſſions, 
to bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, to give eternal 
life to thoſe who are dead in fin, and to perform the 
great work of a Mediator, in all its parts; are ſuch 
wonderful things, which ſeem to exceed all the powers 
of the moſt exalted creature ; and which in my appre- 
henſion, are a ſtriking demonſtration of the real union 


of the human nature of Jeſus, to the Deity, whereby 
he was capable of ſuch glorious atchievements. I might 


| here refer to the New Teſtament in general, as unit- 
ing its evidence in confirmation of this qa 8 75 
ment. N 


The 


Phe 


AS, 
The ſentiments of the moſt eminent writers, who 
have maintained the doctrines © of the reformation, 


might be produced as coinciding herewith, But T 
ſhall only make two ſhort extracts. „It is the dig- 


nity of the man Chriſt Jeſus, as he is united to 


God, and one with God, that entered into the merit 


of all his ſuFerings, and made the price of our re- 


demption an abundant ſatisfaction for ſin, and a glo- 
rious equivalent for all the ſinners that were redeem- 
ed, becauſe they were the ſufferings of him who 
was God.” Watts on the Trinity, prop. 9. 

«The perfect performance of all his offices, as 
prieſt, prophet and king, requires this union of the 
divine to the human nature.“ Booth's Reign of 


Grace, Chap. fr, 2nd edit. 


J add, 


4. That Rel gious Worſhip Iich 18 required to 
be paid to God alone, 2s to be grven to Jeſus Chriſt. 
See Heb. i. 6. John v. 23. Pal. xlv. 11. Iſa. vi. 1 

—5. with John xii. 41. Matt. xxviii. 19. Rom. xiv. 
10, 11. John ix. 38. xx. 28. Luke xxiv. 52. Accs vii. 
59. 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. Phil. ii. 9—t1t. Rev. v. 8—14. 
From theſe ' paſſages it appears that divine worſhip 
has been given to Jeſus Chriſt, both by angels 
and men, and likewiſe is required to be given to 
him. He received it previous to his incarna- 
tion, while he was on earth, and after his exal- 
tation to heaven. And that this worſhip was not 
of a ſubordinate kind, as to an inferior God, ap- 


pears evident, ſeeing there 1s but one God, and 
that he alone is to be worſhiped ; and alſo from 


the ſilence of ſcripture as to any inferior or ſub- 
B ordinate 


4 


ordinate God, Beſides whoever duly conſiders Exo. 
XX. 3. and Deut xiii. 1—5. muſt [ think acknow- 
ledge, that in caſe our Lord had declared himſelf 
to be a God, diſtinct from, or inferior to the Fa- 
ther, or had the Apoſtles ſo repreſented him, the 
Jews by their own law would have been juſ- 
tified in their crucifixion of him, and in their re- 
jection of chriſtianity, notwithſtanding all the ſigns 
given, and miracles wrought, for the confirmation 
of his miſſion, and doctrine. On the laſt of theſe 
paſſages Dr. Waterland ſays, „The worſhip of the 
ſame one God, excluſive of all e is for ever 
made unchangeable by this text.” 2 

It might further be obſerved, that as the chriſtian 
religion was deſigned to recover the heathens from 
their polytheiſm, and to bring them to the worſhip 
of the only true God; it would on the hypotheſis 
of Chrilt's being an inferior God have been a con- 
tradiction to itſelf; and in this view, an inſuperable 
bar would have been thrown in the way of both 
Jews and Gentiles, againſt their reception of the 
goſpel. See Acts xiv. 15. xvii. 23, 24. 1 Cor. viii. 
5, 6. Gal. iv. 8. 1 Theſ. i. 9. 

I have been the more particular in this part, be- 
cauſe I conceive, that theſe peculiarities of Deity 
being ſo often aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, are an ir- 
refragable proof that he is God, as being one with 
the Father in divine eſſence. (To borrow the words 
of a great writer) „This is an argument in my e- 
_« ſteem, of reliitleſs evidence, and uncontroulable 
60 force.” 


I 


Gn) 


I now proceed to conſider, 10 
IV. The ſcriptures teach us that the peculiar and 


5 diſtingu 1ſhang characters of Deity „ are aſcribed to the 
A Holy Ghoft ; ſuch 28, 


1. Divine Names. Iſa. vi. 3, 9, 10. compared with 


9 Acts xxvili. 25, 26. Deut. xxxll. 12. with Iſa, Ixili. 
14. Pal. xcy. 6—11, with Ifa. Ixiii. 10. and Heb. 
iii. 7—11. Acts v. 3, 4. 2 Sam. xxill. 2, 3. 


2. Divine Perfethions, as Eternity, Heb. ix. 14. 


Onmniſcience, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. 1 Pet. i. 11. Iſa. xl. 


12, 14. Ommnipreſence, Pſal. cxxxix. 7. John xiv. 16, 


17. 1 Cor. vi. 19. iii. 16. Rom. viii. 9, 11, 26, 27. 


% Eph. it. 18. Ommpotence, which Py: by the paſ- 


: ſages next following. 


3. D/vine Works. "Gew, 1 i. 2. Job xxvi. 13. Xxxili. 


4. Pfal. civ. 30. 2 Pet. i. 21. Rom. xv. 19. 1 Cor. 
 Xil, II, 1 Pet. iii. 18. Rom, viii. 11. John iii. 5 8. 


i with John i. 13. 2 Theſ. ii. 13. 1 Pet. i. 2. Tit. 111, 
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5. Rom. xv. 13. 
4. Divine Worſhip. fa. vi. 3, 9. with Acts xxviii. 


25 —27. Matt. xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xili. 14. 


I make no comment on theſe paſſages, but leave 


them as ſtanding evidences of the true and proper Dei- 
ty, of the Holy Ghoſt; and proceed to ſhew, 


V. The ſacred Three, the Fathrr, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, are in ſcripture diſtinguiſhed, and repre- 
ſented as Three Per ſons. 

It 1s exceeding evident from ſcripture, that there is 
but one God; and I think it likewiſe evident from 
the paſſages befora cited, that proper Deity is aſcribell 
to the ſacred Three; and that theſe Three are diſtin- 
guiſhed in ſcripture, + as three perſons, has been the 

| more 


1 


more general and prevailing ſentiments of Chriftians. 
Theſe things may 'be thought by ſome to be incon- 
ſtent, and contradictory ; and they may object againſt 
calling the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt three Perſons, 
under the idea that it oppoſes the unity of God. In 
regard to this, I with the following things to be con- 
ſidered. 

1. Thoſe who maintain the ating perſonality of 
the ſacred Three, or that there are three perſons in the 
Godhead, do not believe there are three Gods. They 
believe them to be diltinguiſhed as three, and conſi- 
der this as a kind of perſonal diſtinction: but do ne- 
vertheleſs believe them to be ſo united in the divine 
eſſence as to be abſolutely one God. It is never ſup- 

| poſed that the Father, Son, and Spirit are three, in the 
ſame ſenſe in which they are one; or one in the ſame 
ſenſe in which they are three: this would indeed be 
a. contradiction. But that they are in one reſpe& u- 
nited, and in another reſpect diſtinguiſhed, ſeems evi- 
dent from ſcripture, and on this evidence their union 
as God, and their perſonal diſtinction is believed. 
2. The reaſon for calling the ſacred Three, three 
. perſons, is, becauſe we think ſome of the principal 1- 
deas which are uſually axed to the word, perſon, are 
conveyed to us in thoſe ſcriptural terms, where the diſ- 
tinction of the ſacred Three is mentioned. They are 
often diſtinguiſhed by particular names, as Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, ſo as that one of them, is not either 
of the other: they are ſpoken of by perſonal terms, 
or pronouns ; they are repreſented as performing per- 
ſonal Acts, and have - perſonal affections aſcribed to 
them, As therefore ſuch language is uſed in ſcrip- 
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ture, there cannot be any great abſurdity or impropti- 
ety in our uſing it. (See the ſeriptures es tinge, UN 
it der this heal.) 
; 3. Thoſe who object bn the diſting perſons 
IN ality &c. generally plead, that the idea of three di- 
tinct beings, as three angels, or three men, is hereby 
conveyed; and that by our calling the Father, Son, 
f and Holy Ghoſt, three perſons, we do in effect re- 
e _ preſent them as three Gods. But this objeCtion loſes 
aal its force by going on a wrong principle: itſup. 
poſes that we affix all the /ame ideas to the word per- 
ſon, when ſpeaking of he e T hree, as when we 
uſe it in common of three men, &c, whereas this 
is not the caſe. We only think that /ome of thoſe 
ideas, which are uſually conveyed by the word 
when applied to men, are to be athxed to it, 
when it is uſed in this facred ſubjeA ; and yet that ſo 
many, or ſuch ideas of perſonality are conveyed to 
us in the ſcripture, as juſtify us in the uſe of the 
term [I think it is in this limited ſenſe, that tri- 
nitarian writers in general uſe the word perſon. . Dr, 
Gill ſays, © There ſeems no reaſon to lay afide the 
 « uſe of this word. I am not however fo attached 
C c to it, but that I could part with it, provided a 
„ more apt and ſuitable word was ſubltituted 


5 „in its room:“ yet adds, © Ttiis a rule that in ma- 
1 4 ny inſtances holds good, he that coins new words 
ro ( coins new doctrines: ”” and again,“ If we cannot 
» ( ſpeak of God as he ſhould be ſpoken of, Jet us 
8 2 « ſpeak of him as we can.” Doctrine of the Tfin- 


Lf 
G Dr 


E 


Dr. Jennings obſerves, that « for want of ſome 
« more proper word, this has Jong been agreed on, and 
pretty gereraliy uſed, to denote the diſtinction of the 
© one God in the ſacred Three.“ (Berry-ſtreet ſerm.) 
Dr. Evans while he pleads for the dictinct perſon- 
ality &c. ſays, ** As to the precife eas that are to 
be affixed to the word Per/or, or exactly in what 
ſenſe the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three, and 
in what fenſe they are notwithſtanding but one: we 
are not informed in ſcripture.“ (Serm. on the Deity 
of Chriſt.) f 

Theſe ſhort extracts, may ſerve to ſhew, that the 
Trinitarians do not uſe the word perfon in this ſub- 
ject, in its common or philofophical fenſe; but ra- 
ther uſe it, becauſe they conceive it expreſſes the 
ſcriptural idea, more properly than any other word. 
It therefore follows, that the objection made againſt 
the term in this view of it, is infupportable. - 5 

4. It ought to be ſeriouſly conſidered, and al- 
ways remembered, that the bleiſed God is incom- 
prehenſible: and that in thoſe diſcoveries, Which he 
makes of himſelf to us in his word, he does not 
give us, nor are we capable of receiving, a full idea 
of what he is, We are informed that he is cter- 
nal and almighty &c. and we believe it, but how 
ſcanty and inadequate are our ideas of his perfec- 
tions. In hke manner our ideas muit neceſſarily be 
ſuppoſed to be very defective in regard to the unity 
and diſtinct on of the ſacred Three. Yet ſome things 
are revealed, and we believe them as divine truths 
and fo far we form ideas, and ſo far we ſpeak of 
them; but we cannot go further, 


The 
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The proper Deity of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 


> their union in one God, and their diſtinc perſonality, 
is held forth in ſcripture ; but while we receive this 


diſcovery, we cannot ſay how it is. The ſubject 
is myſterious. 1 Tim, iii. 16. Col. ii. 2. we mutt 
therefore Ware many things which ate revealed con- 
cerning God, Which we cannot fully conceive or 
explain how they are; or we {hall believe but little 
concerning him. And if thoſe who object to this 
doctrine on account of its being in ſome reſpects 
inexplicable, will engage to explain the nature of 


© God's ſelf-exiſtence, omnipreſence, and creative pow- 


er, and give complete ideas, as to how theſe things 
are, I will in my turn, alſo engage to explain how 
Deity and humanity are united in the perſon of 
Chriſt, and how the ſacred Three are united in one 
God; and in what preciſe ſenſe they are notwith- 


1 Landing three perſons. 


Thoſe ſcriptures which lead me to conceive of 
the diſtinct perſonality of the ſacred Three, and 
which I think jultify our ſpeaking of them in ſuch 
a manner, are 

1. Thoſe paſlages wherein the ſacied Three are 
mentioned together, 1 John v. 7. Matt. xxviii. 19. 
1 Cor. xiii. 14. Eph, ii. 18. Luke iii, 22. John xiv. 
16, 17. 1 Pet. i. 2. and others. | 

2. Thoſe which expreſs te diſtinct per ſonality of 
Cxriſt. John i. 1. 2 Tim, i. 9. Gal. iv. 4. Eph. v. 
2. John xx. 17. Heb. vii. 25, Matt. xxv. 31, Kc. 
with many other paſſages. 

3. 8 which indicate zhe diſlind per/onaluly 
of ! ic Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor ii. 10. xii. 11. Ads xxviii. 


25. 


00-1 
25. John xiv. 16, 17. 26. xv. 26. xvi. J. 8, 15, 16. 
Rom. xv. 30. viii. 16, 20, 27, Acts v. 3. Matt. ini. 
16. Acts ji. 2—4. 

I may remark, that the Holy Ghoſt is ſometimes 
called the SH, of Chril, Rom. viii. 9. Gal. iv. 6. 
1 Pet. i. tt. and is faid to be /ent by Chrift. John 
xv. 26. xvi. 7. AQs ii. 23. 

VI. The Father, the Son. ana the Holy Ghoſt 
are united in the divine effence, as one God. 

This may be readily infered from the paſſages 
1 have already cited; for tho' the ſacred Three 
have Deity ifoaibedto them, in their diſtinct per- 
fonal charaQers, yet as there is but one God, they 
muſt neceifarily be conſidered as united in Deity. 

But there are many paſſages of ſcripture which di- 
rectly lead us to this conclation ; and give us con- 
vincing evidences of it, as | | 

1. Several ſcriptures where the works of creation 
are mentioned. Gen. i. 1, 2. John i. * Heb. i. 10. 
Job xXXxXIli. 4. with Mal ii. 10. 

2. It moſt evidently appears that the facie Three 
are united in the great work of redemption and ſal- 
vation. This is certainly the Lord's doing, in which 
we have the brighteſt diſplay of his perfections, and 
glories. But we find that each of the ſacred Three 
are concerned herein; which as it manifeſts their 
Deity, doth alſo evidence their union in the God- 
head. 1 Pet. i. 2. 2 The. ii. 13, 14. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 

2 Cor, i. 21 22. Gal: iv. 4, 5, 6. 2 Cot. xili. 14. 
Eph. i. 3—5, 13, 17. iii. 7 17. Tit. iii. 4—6. 
HS ix. 14. | 
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3· The facred Three 48 f preſentel as the one 


2 pndivid- d object of divine 1 0b. Iſa. vi. 1, 3, 9, 
10. compared with John xii. 41. and Acts xxviii. 


2527. Matt. XXVili, 19. 


Some other palſages may be added, as John x. 


30. v. 1723. 1 John v. 7. (Sze this latt Text 


"vindicated as genuine in Gille Body of Divinity, 


vol. 1. b. 1. chap. 27.) 


VII. Thoſe things which are inferior to real Gods 


Jad, which in . are attributed to Jeſus Chriſt, 


and in ſome views to the Holy Ghoſt, are not in- 


2 confajt nt with thetr true and þ1 oper Deity, 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſpoken of in regard to 


his human nature, and to his mediatorial characters 
and offices: and the Holy Spirit is ſaid to be ſent 


and given &c. Theſe things are oſten urged as 
objections againſt their proper Deity. 
which I would obſerve, 


Concerning | 


1. That if the ſcriptures already produced, do 


" aſcribe true and proper Deity to Chriſt, and the 
Holy Spirit; which I think they evidently do; it 


will neceſſarily follow, that whatever is ſaid of the 


inferior nature of Chriſt, and of his mediatorial cha- 
racter; or of any thing which ſeems inferior to 
Deity in the Holy Spirit; mult and ought to be 
ſo underſtood, as neither to ſuperſede, or militate 


againſt, ſuch plain evidences of their Deity : be- 
- cauſe, tho" it is impoſſible for creatures to riſe to 


the perſections of Godhead, it is not impoſlible fog 


God to condeſcend, and manifeſt himſelf in various 
ways to bis creatures. 


6 


2. Should it be (aid, that thoſe things which are 
declared conce ning the inferior nature, and charac- 
ter of Chritl, do as clearly prove that he is noc 
God; as divine names, attributes &c, when aſcribed 
to him, can prove that he is God: I would ob- 
ſerve, that the argument is not juitly (tated, nor is 
the caſe ſimilar; becauſe thoſe be ſons who main- 
ain the Deity oi Chriſt, do not deny his manhood, 
or inferiority as me-iator; but conſider him in his 
complex character as God and man united, While 
thoſe who deny the Deity of Chriit, conſider him 
only in one point of view, and draw their conclu- 
ſion from his inferiority only; thoſe who maintain 
his Deity conſider him 1n regard to all that is re- 
vealed of him; from whence they conclude, that 
as he is evidently man &c. there is equal evidence 
that he is truly God, as one with the Father, 
* think the ſcripiure leads us neceſſarily to 
conceive of Chriſt. both as God and man in one 
perſon; and that Deity and humanity is really u- 
nited in him: and that he as the Son of God, one 
»ith the Father in the divine nature, aſſumed the 
human nature, that thereby he might become a pro- 
per Mediator, and re leem and fave ſinners, See Phil, 
ii. ©, 7. Heb, i, 3—12, with Heb, ii. 14—17, In 
regard to this union of Deity and humanity in the 
perſon of Chriit, we cannot conceive how it is: 
tie ſcripture reveals it, and lays it down as a fact, 
(J Tim, ili. 16. Col. ii. 9.) bit gives us no par- 
ticular explication of it; nor is poiſtble that we. ; 
in the preſent late, mould be able iuily to under« 


ſtand 
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3 Hind 10 myſterious a ſubject. 
4. It may be further obſerved, that as the Lord 
Jeſus is truly God and man in one perſon, he is 
ſpoken of in different views ; ſometimes in reference 
to his Deity, and at other times to his mediatorial 
Work; and freauently is he repreſented meerly with 
the limited powers, weakneſſes and frailties of a man 


only, as in Matt, xxvi. 38. xxvi, 46, Mark xiii, 


32. We ſometimes find the properties and actions 
| p<culiar to one nature, are aſcribed to the other na- 
ture; and at other times to his whole complex per- 
fon; of which many inſtances might be given, as John 
Iii. 13, where our Lord ſpake of himſclf under the 
character of human nature, as the ſon of man: yet 
I ; Faid he was tn heaven, Which had refpe& to his divine 
1X nature only, So in 1 Cor. 11. 8. Acts xx. 28. 1 John 
X ili. 16, our Lord is. ſpoken of in his divine nature as 
God; and yet is ſaid to be crucfred, to thed his Blood, 
| and to 49 down 1125 lait; all which were peculiar to his 
| human nature; for that only ſuffered and died: yet as 
he who died was God as well as man, the words are 
| © in reſpect to his perſon, tho? that which is predi- 


cated is not applicabl e to Deity; for nothing more 
than humanity is imended, as to the fulferings endur- 
ed, yet a further idea is conveyed in regard to the per- 
fon that ſ.fered, Many other ſimilar inſtances might 
be mentioned, TN | 
I cannot ſee how fuch paſſage s as theſe can be o- 


tmherwiſe interpreted, without departing from their 
more obvious ſenſe, and dropping ſome of the ideas 
Which they ſeem naturally to convey : and unleſs we 


conſider the ſeveral diſtinct characters of God, Alan, 
and 


J.-J 


\ und Mediator, to be included in the nerfon of Chriſt, 


J am at a lolt to conceive how the many things ſpo- 


ken of him, can be re. onciled together; or how the 


ſacred writings can appear harmonious. 


But | mult haſten to a concluſion. I have enlarged 
beyond my firit intention, but I coul | not well expreſe 


my ideas in leſs compaſs. J have endeavoured briefly = 
to ſtate the plain dot e of ſeripture, reſpecting the 


true and proper Deity of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, their di tinct perſonality, and their union 


in the Godhead, Under the principal hcade, I have 
refered to ſuch paſſages of ſcripture, which in m 
judgment confirm the doctrine | have laid down, -1 
might have commented on theſe texts, have entered 


into a particular explication of the doctrine, and have 
conſidered the objections made againit it; but this 


would have carried me too far: it bas ork. done by 


many excellent Authors, who have written on the 


ſubject. 
I am ſeabible the doctrine I ct ſtated has been 


differently explained: it is however no inconſiderable 
evidence of the truth of the ſeveral propoſitions. I have 


laid down, that they have been maintained by ſo many 


eminent chriſtians, and writers in different places and 
ages; who tho' they have not been all agreed in their 


explicati- ins, have revertheleſs cordially believed, and 


5 ably defended the plain ſcripture doQtine, 


But I need Sir, to apologize, In attending to my 


ſubjeR, I have neglected the formalities of an epiſtle, 


and had almolt forgot to whom I was writing : theſe. 
omiſſions muit be refered to your candour. 


May it be our happineſs to have the divine Spirit 


 devell:ng in our hearts, that ſo our #+ Uowſhap may be wat/t 
15 Father and with his Jon, Jeſus Chriſt. 


OE iam DAR SIR, 
Bſſe's PIC { * VFour's &c. 
June 4, 1791. . 00 84 J. ST ANGER. 
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